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BETTY IRELAND. 


— 


Ireland was a younger Daughter by a 
ſecond Venter; let, at firſt, to run wild 

in the Woods, cloathed with Skins and fed 
with Acorns; till a famous Hunter took her 
in his Toils, and, liking her Countenance, gave 
her to a Son of his, a Lad, to bring up. 
The Girl was born to a good Eſtate, but ill 
tenanted, and run to waſte. Her Farms nei- 
ther meared or bounded, her Rents never paid, 
as ſhe had no certain Tenants, and had little 
more to claim than a Pepper-corn Acknow- 
; ledgment. 


1 T is agreed on all Hands, that Betty 
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Tedgment. She had no Relation to manage 


her Demeſnes, and could hardly be laid to be 
* of any Thing, 


'tn this Condition the young Sportſman 
found her, was fond of her at firſt, and re- 
ſolved to marry her; and happy had it been 
both for him and her, if he had kept his Re- 
ſolution, and performed the Contruct. But he 
hankered after his elder Brother's Eflate, and, 
on his Death, ſuddenly got the Tenants to 
attorn. to him, and baſely diſpoſſeſſed his Ne- 

ew. But inſtead of an Eftate, he got no- 
thing but a Law-ſuit, lived in Broils, and 
died a Beggar. Whereas had he quitted all 
Pretenſions at home, married Betty, and 
minded her Concerns, he had ſoon been 1 ina 
Condition not to envy his Brother; and, 


haps, had left a ſecond OE little — in 


Greatneſs to the firſt. 


Tuls was the only Chance ever Betty had 
to make a /eparate Fortune, ſet up for herlelf, 
and be independent of her Siſter. She was 
ever after Hebolden to her for maintaining her 
Rights, ſettling her Affairs, and bringing her 


Tenants to Reaſon. 


NE1THER Betty or her ſiſter were 18 of 
Age, but the Younger far from it, and con- 
tinued under ſuch Guardians, as the Elder re- 
commended, and had choſen for herſelf, It 
Was 
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was natural to think they ſhould chiefly be 
employed in ordering the Affairs of Blanch, 
and be leſs attentive to benefit the other. Ac- 
cordingly, from time to time, they ſent 
Proxies, to lett Leaſes, keep her Courts, and 
force Poſſeſſion, where the Tenants held 
over. Little, however, was done for Betty, 
though they put her $S7/er to great Charges; 
nor did ſhe thrive in the World to any Pur- 
poſe, till ſhe came under the Care of a good 
elderly Gentlewoman, who was alſo Guardian 
to Blanch, a notable Manager, and very af- 
fectionate to her Wards, underſtood their Bu- 
ſineſs to a Hair, and was never to be impoſed 
on or ober- reached. Every Thing ſhe put 
her Hand to proſpered, and every Thing 
againſt her miſcarried. | 


WurN ſhe firſt looked into Betty's Af 
fairs, ſhe found them in a manner 3 3 
her ſmall Revenues had been embezzled by 
Agents, Farms let to inſolvent Tenants, double 
Leaſes made out, huge Fines taken in Hand 
and ſunk in their own Pockets. She was 
preyed upon by Vagabonds and Outlaws ; 
and, to compleat her Misfortunes, a Poreign 
Count fell in love with her, an odious Mon- 
| ſer and brogadecio Huffer. He ſwore bitterly. 
no one elſe ſhould have her, and to ſupport 
his Claim, brought in his Pocket, a pretended 
Licence from the Spiritual Court, and a Pack 
of catlandiſh Goths along with them, to take 

5 . Poſſeſſion 
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Poſſeſſion of her Freehold, and break down 
her Gates. But her Ser generouſly came in 
to her Aſſiſtance, repelled Force by Force, and 
reſcued her from a Tyrant Raviſher, built 
Houſes for herſelf, and Fences for the Te- 
nants, and left ſome of her own People with 
her to inſtruct them in Trades and Huſ- 
bandry. | 


, SHE was then, it might be thought, in a 
Way of making herſelf reſpected, both by 
her own and her Siſfers Tenants, and not 
ſtand in need of any more Supplies from them; 
and if the good Woman, her Guardian, had 
| Hved to bring Matters to any Kind of Eſta- 
bliſhment, Things had been better. But ſhe 
unfortunately died, more, however, to her 
Siſter's Diſadvantage than hers ; for the Guar- 
dian had chalked out a Track of Proceeding 
for Betty, which ſhe could hardly mils to fol- 
low. The Elder, however, was inconſolable 
for the Loſs of her Guardian, and reſolved, 
for the future, to manage her Concerns by the 
Aſſiſtance of a Steward, a Sort of a Couſin 
to her Guardian deceaſed, but no way allied 
to her, in Worth or Underſtanding. He mind- 
ed nothing but Hunting and Puppet-ſheaws, 
Feaſts and Revels; and tho' the uncomelieſt 
of an ill. favoured Race, ſpent his Lady's Mo- 
ney in adorning his own Perſon, inſtead of 
fencing her Grounds. He was laughed at by 
one half of the Neighbours, and defpiſed and 
1 gulled 


tab 


pulled by the other. In a Word, he was every 
Way unfit for the Charge; 


His Son ſucceeded to ibs Place be Was 4 
erave-looking, orderly young km, main re= 
ligious, and ſkilled in the Cuſtoms of the 
Maner. Both the Siſters had great Hopes 
their Aﬀais would thrive under his Manage- 
ment. Betty 8, indeed, went on well for a 
while; but, in the Ead; both of them had 
Cauſe. to complain, and curſe the Day they 
had bethought them of employing a Steward 
in their Concerns: He was not ſo great a Fool 
as his Father; yet nothing he put his Hind to 
fucczeded: He was bubbled by every Neigh- 
bour he dealt with, and chouſed by every 5 
Tenant he truſted. His Word could never be 
relied on, as he had always ſome Quibble to 
evade it. His Wife made him hated by the 
Tenants ; and for a finiſhing Stroke to his Un- 
doing, Ae to coinpleat the Ruin of his Wards; 
he pretended the Steward had a Right to hold 
Courts without Jaries, and by his owh Aus 
thority levy Money for Repairs. The Te- 
nants would not endure this Invaſion on their 
Rights, but ſtoutly oppoſed it; and, after a 
hard Struggle, got the better, ane him out 
of the hon Fa aſbip, and ſome of them finding 
him one Day at a Why-nzr, tied him to a W | 
and hanged him in a Froliel; 
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Tur Office of a Steward was now abo— 
liſhed for a Time, and the elder Siſer reſolved 
to take her Affairs entirely into her own Hands, 
and have neither Steward or Guardian for the 
future. The Condition, indeed, of both was 
deplorable. There had been nothing during 
the late Quarrel, but Riot and Plunder, Rents 
unpaid, and Soldiers quartered at Diſcretion ; 
ſo that, in order to retrieve their Affairs, it 
ſeemed neceſſary to put Things on a new 
Footing, and truſt none but themſelves to ma- 
nage them. But whatever they intended 
mattered but little. "as 


AMoNG the Soldiers quartered on them was 
a buſtling Knave, who from a Corporal had 
come to be a Captain. He was bold as a Lion, 
and crafty as a Fox. He had cajoled his Sol- 
diers to ſtand by him; and pretending Com- 
ion for the Siſters, offered, or rather forced 
himſelf, to be their Guardian, They only 
complied becauſe they could not help it ; and 
he took more Rule over them, than ever 
Steward or Guardian had done before him. 


Hg ſeemed, indeed, to mend Matters in 
the Beginning, but, in reality, did wnreparr- 
able Damage to Blanch, though conſiderable 
Services to Betty. The Neighbours all around 
thought they were thriving apace, and began 
to envy their Greatneſs, The Reaſon of which 

| | was 


th of 


PB” G ² V . wu 


7 
/ 
] 
7 
( 
2 
& 
0 
1 
| 
] 
7 


| 1111 

was, that he always took Care to have the 
Girls well dreſſed, eſpecially when they went 
a viſiting, and ſent Word before-hand (for he 
was d—d proud) that all the World ſhould 
Cap to them as they paſſed along. He ſtinted 
them in every Thing elſe, but ſpent all he 
could rap and run to make them jine. Betty 


was baſhful, and kept pretty much at home; 


but when Blanch went abroad, ſhe made a 
flaming Appearance, held up her Head among 


the Higheſt, and inſulted the Proudeſt with her 


Braveries, 


Bur all the while Things were but z7com- 


fortable at home, though the made ſuch a 
tearing Figure when abroad. Nothing to be 


had for Farms, by reaſon the Soldiers put 72 


and out as they pleaſed. No Leets or Manor 
Courts were minded. No faxing for Repairs 
and Bounds, but the Soldiers taxed for Contin- 
gencies as much Money as they could hear an 

one had. So that the Tenants found them- 
ſelves in a worſe P:cile than ever they had 
been under the Management of a Steward. 
They longed for Courts and Inqueſts, and to 
have every Thing ſet on the old Bottom 
again. e 


They heard of a poor Boy, a Son of the late 
Steward 's, who had run away from the Lands 
the Time his Father was hanged, and was 
now grown up to Years of Diſcretion, As he 
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had bit a good while on the Bridle, they 


thought he might be tamed, be more careful 


than his Farber, and da them more Juſtice 


and Kindneſs, They brought him home in 
a Hurry; and, as it's natural to run from one 
Extreme to another, were ſure they were all 
made When chey got him into the Steward: 


Hip. 


Ir muſt be owned, he was a pleaſant, good- 
humoured Fellow as ever broke Bread, civilly 


behaved, and by no means wanted Capacity 


for the Buſineſs, But he was zdle to a De- 
gree ; followed W——ng and Horſe-racing : ; 


and provided he could borrow Money enough 


from the Tenants, or get Preſents from $ 
Neighbours, to treat his Wenches and buy 
them Tep-knots, never heeded how Accounts 
were ſettled, how he held the Courts, or how 
he paid the Servants. Farm-houſes went to 
decay, and Strangers foreſtalled the Markets, 
Few people, howeyer, could find in their 
Heart to hate him. They had a Love for 


him, though he was daily undoing them ; For 


it was always Heir Humour to like a boon Com- 


panion ; and inftead of crofling his Pr odigality, 
they fol! owed his Example, wh—ed it away 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, revelled and 
parguſed for dear Blood, and were never better 
leaſed than when the laſt Penny Was a-going. 

It became a Fadi ion to be Bankrupt; to be 
| Rich, 


1 13 3 
Rich, was to loſe all Credit; and to be Juk, 
was the Mark of a Scoundrel. 


BuT though the elder Siſter was well-aigh 
undone by him, he did a good Turn by Betty, 
and ſent one of his Couſins to take care of her 
Concerns, who had a good Farm of his own 
under her, and was well-beloved over the 
whole Eſtate. He kept Leet and Court-Baron, 
preſented Vagabonds at the Seſſions, and gave 
Rewards for apprehending Out-laus. He ſet 
the Tenants to work, /:ved conſtantly among 
them, and looked himſelf into every Thing. 
Betty began to thrive, and was leſs expenſive 


to her Seher, who had waſted huge Sums to 
keep her Head above Water. She ſtuck to 


Buſineſs, and proſpered mainly, till the 


Steward's Brother got himſelf into the Place, 


who played H—ll with every Thing, and 
brought the two Siſters to the Brink of Ruin. 


Hz was raſh, ſenſeleſs, obſtinate, * in. 
minded; none of the Neighbours would deal 
with him, or the Tenants truſt him, as there 
was no believing one Word he ſaid, or Pro- 
miſe that he made; for he had taken an Oath 


when he was young never to ſpeak Truth. He 


began his Vagaries by putting the Curate in the 
Stocks, for refuſing to teach a new Catechiſm 
of his ow: Invention. He entered into a Plot 
to ſecure the Elder Sifter in the Houſe of Cor- 
rection, and make her do Penance in the 
Church, 


Bis 
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Church, under Pretence of Carnal Converſa- 
tion. He agreed to ſell Betty to a Couſin of 
his, a great Lord in the Neighbourhood, who 
longed to have her for a Waiting-woman to 
Wite. So the Tenants made ſhort Work 
with him, roſe one and all, and ſent him a- 


packing to his Couſin, where he was fain to 


be a Serving-man, fince he could not ſend 
Betty to be a Serving-maid, 


Bor the Sers took an Oath never more 
to have a Steward again, and to aboliſh the 


very Name from among them, with a Reſerve 
to his Daughters, who had married abroad, 


and were good ſort of Women, in their 


Way. 


HRE it was that both the Siſters had their 


Affairs put on a ſure and laſting Footing. The 
Rights of the Tenants were narrowly examin- 
ed, and all pretended Powers of the Steward 


aboliſhed by a Rule on the Court Manor Books. 


There was, indeed, ſome Difficulty in bring- 


ing it about, and a Power of Money laid out 
on the Occaſion. But it was well beſtowed 


had it been twice as much. 


THERE was a Sfripling among the neigh- 
bouring Fens, who had married a Daughter 
of the Stewards, and had got the beſt Eſtate 
there by the Diligence of his Anceſtors, who 
were the principal Enginears in draining and 

| banking 
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1 
banking the Country. They had often bor- 
rowed Money from Blanch to carry on the 
Work, to ſtem the Water when the Fen-men 
were in Deſpair, and prevailed on her to ſend 
a ſtrong Poſſe of her Tenants to keep off ſome 
malicious Neighbours, who would ever and 
anon be boring Holes in the Dz#kes, and en- 
dangered the Overflowing of all the Land 
they had gained. If ever theſe <oretched Peo- 


| ple ſhewed any thing that looked like Gratitude, 


it was to the Family of their Engineers ; and 
this young Man improved it to his own Ad- 
vantage, and that of Blanch, whom he ac- 
knowledged the Preſerver of the Fen-men, 
who deſerved Preſervation on no other Ae 
count than to make them Pack-horſes and 


Carriers. They were, indeed, a middle Spe- 


cies between Men and Brutes, and chiefly com- 
pounded of the latter. But this young Ad- 
venturer had got the Aſcendant over them, 
and, as we ordinarily ſay of vicious Horſes, 
come out of them. 
He ringed them by the Noſe, and bled them 
with the Spur, and ſo thoroughly broke them 
(for he was a ſpecial Horſeman) that they ne- 
ver kicked or plunged when he was in the Sad- 


dle; but, as the Nature of Beaſts is, became 


the fonder of him the rougher he handled 
them. | | 


When he underſtood that Blanch and her 
S:fter were ſo hampered and 7yrannically treated 
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[16 ] 
by the Steward; he came to their Aſſiſtance; 
Mpplied them with Money, which he raiſed 
from the Fen-men, and fairly ſet them free 
from his Oppreſſion and Rapine, reverſed his 
Grants, cancelled his ſham Leaſes; reſtored 
Poſſeſſions, Leets and Manor-Courts, made up 
Fences for the Tenants, and ſo ſtrongly ſecured 
their Copybolds, that there is no Likelihood 
they will ever be ou/ied or much diſturbed again; 
And, to crown all the Services he had done 
the two Siſters, he recommended them; before 
he parted, to the Care of a neighbouring 
Lars a Couſin of. his own, and a right hontſs, 
Mean, who proved a Father to them and their 
People, defended their Kegler and ſecured 


their Properties. 


Axp yet Blanch could never rightly like 
the Fen-man, as ſhe called him; though he 
had done ſo much for her. She could not 
comport herſelf wich his Manners, and his 
Humour, hated the Servants he brought with 
him, complained they were too coſtly to her, 
though ſhe kept them ſparingly; and even 
quarrelled (ſo exceptious are Women) to the 
Cut of their Cloaths, and the Colour of their 


Liveries, 


Bor Betty Treland had more Gratitude 
than her Ser, adored him while he ſtayed 


with her, and to this Day remembers him as 
her 
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her great Deliverer, the Protector of her Life, 
and the Founder of her Fortune. 1 


SHE, indeed, had double Obligations, a9 


her Condition was more helpleſs than her 
Siſter's, and ſhe had more ſeverely felt the 
Tyranny of the Steward, who, becauſe ſhe 
could not ſo readily complain of him, had firſt 
tripped her of all ſhe had, and then fold her 
to Bondage. But both Sers ought ſurely to 
reflect, that all the Happineſs and all the Se- 
curity they have ſince enjoyed, has been ow- 
ing to the F#iend/bips he procured them, 
when he put them under the Protection of 
his Coufins ; and that he has effectually baniſhed 
the Stewards thereby, who would doubtleſs 
otherwiſe be meddling with their Affairs, and 
uſe them worſe than ever they did before ; as, 


coming in without Leave, they would act 


without Controul. 


Bur maugre all theſe Conſiderations, Blanch 
was glad when he left her, and ready to leap 
out of her Skin for Joy. She thought of no- 
thing but Diverſions, ſpent her Time and Mo- 
ney in viſiting and dreſſing, ranſacked the 


Globe to ſet off her Perſon, and it muſt 


be owned, ſhe never looked handſomer in 
her Life. Wherever ſhe went, ſhe was adored 
as an Angel, ſurrounded by admiring Throngs, 
and Thouſands hanging on her Look, | 
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Bur all this was empty Pageantry and 
too expenſive Glory. She ran herſelf in Debt 
to uphold this Appearance, mortgaged her 
Eſtate, and bartered her Stoch, for the vain 
Applauſe of flattering Knaves, and ſcoundrel 
Tradeſmen. It was Time to pull in, and keep 
a Hank in the Hand. She ſaw her Folly, 
and dofted her Gear. It was better go plain 
than run in Debt for Finery; and enough 
ſhe had to do to pay the Debts ſhe had con- 
tracted in her Ft of Vanity. 


BETTY all the while was minding 
Buſineſs at home, and her Affairs proſpered 
amain. Her Tenants became induſtrious, and 
her E/tate improved; yet the never thought 
herſelf ſufficientiy ſecure till ſhe got under 
the new Protection her Deliverer had pro- 
vided. Her Situation is particular. She has 
a ſtrange Mixture of People on her Eſtate, 
who -are always at Daggars drawing with 
one another, and'a mighty Hindrance to her 
Buſineſs. They are Mbites, Blacks, and Black 
and }/hite, The Whites only are allowed to 
be Leand-holders; but the laſt, by hiding half 
the Face when they converſe with her, paſs 
for Whites, and make good their Titles. The 
firſt are dreadfully mangled by the Blacks, 
who are unhappily the more numerous, /ay 
old Claims to her Lands, and are ever watching 
for an Opportunity to make a Rial, _— 

Orel- 
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forcible Poſſeſſion. Till now they were too 
much favoured by her Ser, which checked 
the Induſtry of her Farmers, $4 


Bur when they found they had nothing 
to fear, either at home or abroad, they be- 
gan in earneſt to improve heir Concerns, 
as they were ſure they were working for 
themſelves, and in no Danger of being diſ- 
poſſeſſed, by Virtue of chimerical Claims, and 
Antediluvian Proprietors. 


Tre Blacks, indeed, immediately made a 
Riof on this new Settlement, but could not 


get Poſſeſſion ; and, lately, a young Fackanapes 


pretended a Right to be Steward to both 
Sifters, by Virtue of a Patent he had got from 
the laſt Steward, as if he had a Right te 
diſpoſe of a Place he had been turned out 
of himſelf. He came on the Lands, how- 
ever, with a bloody minded Crew of ſhirtleſs 
Vagabonds, drove off the Cattle, robbed the 
Hen-rooſts, and ſwagger'd at fo unmerciful 
a Rate, that Blanch was frightened out of her 
Senſes, and was fain to ſend for a Dram of 
Gin to reſtore her Spirits. But if ſhe was 
frightened, her Guardian was not, and had 
a Month's Mind to find out the Varlet in 
Perſon, and tread him under his Feet. But 
as he could not leave the Hall-houſe where the 
Court was ſitting, he ſent a Lad of his own to 
| C2 take 
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take Account of him, who did the Buſineſs 
tightly, He was a wwell-mettled Blade, and 
Steel to the Pack. He came up with him 
at the Corner of a Farmer's Yard, where 
he gave him and his Deſperados a woful 
Drubbing, kicked him i'the A—e, ſexfed him 
in the Horje-fond, which he ſwam over to 
fave his Bacon, and looked ſo miſerably ſcared 
in his Paſſage, that it's ſure he'll never zry the 
Ford again. 


1 


For a good while befere this Alarm hap- 
ned (which proved nothing but a Bugbear ) 
both the Sz/ters had a fair Opportunity of 
minding their Concerns, and getting above 
the World. Blanch might have paid her 
Debts, and had Money to the fore; but it 
was ever her Misfortune to be z/l-ſerved | 
by almoſt all ſhe employed. Never, ſure, 
had Lady ſo unbandy a Pack about her, and, 
indeed, it was impoſlible it could well be 
otherwiſe; for ſhe did not chuſe her Ser- 
wants becauſe they were it for this, or that 
Office, but becauſe they aſked, and would have 
it, or be horribly out of Humour elſe, would | 
make a Noiſe and Uproar at every Court-Leet, 
i terrify the Tenants at every Alebouſe, with 
ſtrange Stories of Deſigns on their Copybolas, 
5 and wicked Plots juſt ready to begin; till they 
turned their Heads, and ſet them madding. 
$0 that the poor Lady was fain to ce them in, 
| 22 "Ind 
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to keep Peace at Home, and to pay them 
Wages for not doing her Buſineſs. 'The Con- 
ſequence of which was, ſhe had Clerks could 
neither write or read; Book, and Caſh-keepers, 
that could not count or caſt up, or ever heard 
of a Ballance in their Lives. And fo ri- 
- diculous was her Compliance. in this Point, 
that ſhe had once a Lady to curry her Horſe, 
and a Fiſbhmonger for a Graſs Baihff. 


"Tis true, ſhe would often change her Ser- 
vants, but not a Barrel the better Herring. If 
ſhe got one, by Chance, knew any thing of 
his Buſineſs, the 7% never left boddering 
her till they had him out. It ſhould never 
be ſaid they demeaned themſelves ſo much as 
to ſerve with one, who would ſpoil every 
8 by his Raſhneſ, and diſgrace the Service 


is Ignorance. Now, by Raſhneſs they 


meant reſenting Inſults and Injuries done their 
Lady; and by Ignorance, not knowing how 

to buy and ſell, and live by the Loſs. So that, 
all Things confidered, it were a Marvel her 
Affairs ſhould be in better Plight than they are; 
or her Debts be paid with more Eaſe and Ex- 
pedition. Wi 


BETTY, in the mean time, is come to an 
opulent Fortune, has her Rents well paid, 
and her Farms daily improving, and would 
improve ten times more, if her Ser could 


ſee 
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ſee her own Advantage ſo far, as to give her 
that Encouragement ſhe is daily giving to 
Strangers, who give her nothing in Re- 
turn but their Envy and IIl-will. But as it is, 
Betty's in a good Way, and makes the moſt of 
a bad Market. And fince ſhe muſt not work 
for her Siſter, ſhe works for herſelf. 


IT had been a Cuſtom of hers to buy every 
thing ſhe wanted from her Siſter's Tenants 
and Tradeſmen, though they uſed her abomi- 
nably, and put off upon her the worſt Goods 
they had. If the Farmer had damaged Hops, 
he fold them to Betty Ireland; if his Malt 
was blinked, away it went to her; and the 
Pothecary thought his decayed Drugs good 
enough for Betty, and inſtead of burning 
them, laid them by for her, as tho' ſhe were 
not a Chriſtian, or had the ſame Inſide as 
her Siſter. | 


-: BETTY could not help this contemptu- 
ous Treatment, as ſhe had nothing ſhe wanted 


at Home, by reaſon of her Lazineſs, though 


all Materials in abundance were at hand. "Tis 
incredible to relate, but, at the Time I am 


* 


ert us of, certain Fact, on her whole Eſtate 


ere was not one to be found could make a 


Buckle for her Shoe, or a Pin to her Sleeve; 
a Pot, a Spit, or any Utenſil to cook her Vic- 
tuals, might as well be found among the Ter- 
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tars as with her. She took every thing from 


her Siſter at what Price ſhe pleaſed, unſight 
unſeen, and bought the Pig in the Poke. Ne- 
ceſſity rouſed her from Stupidity and Sloth, 
ſhe encouraged her Tenants to apply to Trades, 
aſſured them of a ready Market, and reward- 
ed thoſe that did their Work the beſt; and, at 
preſent, has every thing within herſelf. And 
tho it muſt be owned a very unreaſonable, and 
not to be endured Inſtance of her Impudence, 
ſhe propoſes to dreſs in her own Manufactures, 
and does not mean to trouble her S:/ter any 
longer for caft Cloaths and unmerchantable Com- 
modities. But in every other Reſpect, ſhe 
deſires to keep up a good Correſpondence with 
her, and is daily doing every thing in her 
Power, to gain her Favour, and procure her 


Regards. Whatever ſhe can ſpare from her 


ordinary Expences, ſhe, in ſome Shape or 


other, makes a Preſent of to her Szſter, in 


Acknowledgement for Services done, and 
Kindneſſes receiv'd in her Minority. Has 


Blanch a Favourite whom ſhe cannot readily 


provide for, a poor Relation on Hand, or 
Retainer to the F 

or caſt Serving- mad; ſhe has no more to do 
but acquaint Betty with it, who quickly puts 
him on a creditable Penſion, and never refuſes, 
though ſhe run herſelf in Debt by it. Is 
Blanch engaged in a Brangle with her Tenants, 
(who, by the way, are curſedly A 
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Bard put to it for Hands to do her Buſineſs, 
Betty makes an Offer of ſending her People 
to help her, and maintaining them abroad at 
her own Charges. Does a Tenant of Blanch 
come to favour her with a Viſit, ſhe re- 
ceives him with Hoſpitality and Reſpe&, and 
would ſacrifice her Fortune to make his En- 
tertainment agreeable. 


IF all this Complaiſance ſhould fail of its 
Effet, and not ſo ſucceed as to keep Blanch 
in good Humour, tis eaſy to ſay where the 
Fault muſt lie, and from what Cauſes her 
Diſcontents ariſe. | | 


In the firſt Place, it has ever been the 
Fate of her Domeſticks to be invincibly hated 
by her Tenants without Difference or Di- 
ſtinction, (for, to ſay Truth, they have no 
Head for Diſtingos:) There is but one Thing 
in the World they hate more, and that is Berry 
Ireland. Now, the Servants bear hard on 
Betty, to curry Favour with her Siſter's Te- 
rants, who would go half Way to the D—1_ 


to have Betty d-—d, are for ever curſing 


her, and laying all their Misfortunes at her 
Door. If the Clothier loſes his Buſineſs, or 
has his Goods on Hand, tis a/l long of Betty: 
Wheat bears no Price, for Betty has glutted 
the Market, Whereas, in Fact, they = 
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keep the ſame Markets. But they forget, they 


are all fo idle and debauched, ſuch gobling 


and drinking Raſcals, and expenſive in blew 


Beer, that tl ey are forced to put a double 
Price on every thing that goes to Market; ſo 
that no Body will deal with them. Indeed, if 
it incenſes them, that Berry won't buy, burn 
het own Goods and take off Zheirs, they muſt 
een turn the Buckle behind. Bhanch will 
be wiſer, for her own Sake, than lay Streſſes 
on her Siſter, from whom ſhe gets more than 
by all the World 'befide, only to humour a ſet 
of grumbling Churls, who don't know what 
they would be at; and fo extremely ſenſeleſs, 
that it's Matter of Wonder, their Oxen don't 
ride them to the Market, and fell them; 
"Tis true, a Linen-weaver; one of Blanch's 


Tenants, prevailed on her lately to withdraw 


ſome Encouragement ſhe had given Berty, 
and transfer it to a Stranger. But that was 
owing to bad Advice given her, by, a Clerk 
the has ſince turned off, and ſent a ſtroling 
among Brandy-ſhops and Ale-boujes, to back- 


bite his Lady for want of other Employ= 


ment, 


Axorurx Cauſe of Blanchs Diſlike to her 
S!fter was, a, Fright the took, when ſhe was 


juſt delivered, at ſome ill-looking People, who 


came from Betty's Lands, and appeared under 
her Window, There no Doubt but Blanch 
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has as much Courage as any genteel Lady 


ought to have, and muſt have been in a Fit 
of low Spirits when ſhe, and all her Tenants 
from her, took ſo ſenſeleſs an Alarm, as to 
run diſtracted thro Fear of half a Dozen 
Fellows cutting all their Throats in one Night, 
who were ready to run through Fire and Wa- 
ter for Fear of being hang d themſelves; yet 
certain it is, from this ridiculous Incident, and 
from nothing elſe, can be derived, that uni- 
verſal Hatred ſhewn her by Blanch's Tenants, 


though they have never ſeen, ſpoken with, or - 


had any Dealings whatever, either with Betty 
or her Tenants. People muſt be generous, as 
well as rave, to forgive thoſe that frighten 
' them. 


_ Tnrxx's another Cauſe of Diſlike among 
fuch as Have Dealings with Betty's Tenants 
who come on Buſineſs, or to viſit her Siſter, 
that they run in Debt with them, and don't 
pay. So do all their Neighbours, for that 
matter; but they complain of none but Berty, 
though it is very well known they make ample 
Repriſals on her; and one Bite of theirs, is worth 
a hundred of Betty's, who are none but ſuch 
as are deſpiſed at home, and can get neither 
Credit or Company there; for Betty is not 
yet arrived to that Degree of Politeneſs, as 
to court and careſs Highway-men and Sharpers, 
only becauſe they keep good Company, 2 2 
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Gentlemen of nice Honour, but ſincerely wiſhes 


her Siſter to hang them all. 


Tux laſt I ſhall mention (and, to be ſure, 
a wiſe Cauſe of Diſſike it is) Betty goes once, 
at leaſt, every Year to pay her Siſter a Viſit, 
carries all her Money, puts on her beſt Cloaths, 
lives high as long ſhe * a Penny left. This 

vexes her Siſter, and many a Slut and Flirt 

ſhe calls Betty, at the very Time ſhe is throw - 
ing away her Money with both Hands for the 

Tradeſmen and Shoeboys to ſcramble up. 

They are both Fools; One for ſhewing this 

Contempt, and the other for putting herſelf in 

the Way of it. 


TT is withed, but probably in vain, that the 
two Siſters would come to a better Under- 
| ſtanding. They that have conſidered the true 


Intereſt of both, ſee plainly that the elder, 


and conſequently the younger, mult be ſhortly 
undone, if theſe Bickerings and ill Offices 


continue. So unnatural a Quarrel between 


near Relations muſt make them deſpiſed by all 
the Neighbours around, who are hourly takin 

the Advantage of it, and profiting themſelves 
by the Hindrance the Siſters give to each other. 
But their Manners and Diſpoſition are ſo dif- 


ferent, that it's next to impoffible they ſhould 
ever love one another; tho', for mutual In- 
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tereſt, and to make that Figure in the Eye af 


the World which two Ladies of their Di- 


ſtinction and Fortune ought to aſſume, their 
Friends may agree to promote jointly their 
Intereſts, and never heed how peeviſh and un- 
toward either of them _ be, or pay any 


Regard to the fanciful Auer ſions, and Wrong 
ed Jealouſies, which are always inſeparable 
from a female Breaſt. 8 


Tro' in this Hiſtory I have rather copied 


the chaſte Brevity of Cornelius Nepos, than the 
diffuſed and chatiy Eloquence of Plutarch ; 1 
ſhall conclude, in Imitation of the latter, with 
a Deſcription of the two Ladies, their Perſons, 
| Manners, and Inclinations; and, in drawing 
the Parallel, with Freedom, repreſent, their 


Vices as well as Virtues, their Faults as well as 
their Perfections. 


BLANCH is by much the taller, neat, 
timberſome, and well made, has a lively Look 
and a ſprightly Air. Betty's Face is full out 


as handſome as her Siſter's, - tho' not ſo re- 


gular, has more Variety and ſtriking Beauties, 
and, with equal Dre//ing, would appear more 


lovely than the ather ; but ſhe's a Slatrern 


- 


in her Dreſs. 


: As to their Tempers, Pride is the prevailing 
Paſſion of the „, and Jani of the Ae 
„ | from 


u 


129 

from which naturally and unavoidably. aviſts 
every obſervable Character of their Mind and 
Manners. Blanch's Pride makes her ſelfiſh 
and reſerved, contemptuous, if not rough, 
in her Behaviour. Betty's Vanity makes he 
open and communicative, fond of ſhewing her 
ſelf on all Occaſions, complaiſant, and careſſing, 
to a Degree of Flattery. As Blanch does not 
know what it is to have Love for any one but 
herſelf, ſo ſhe expects it from no one, but 
claims a great deal of Reſpect. Betty does not 
know what Reſpect for her means, but to gain 
her Love and Liking would part with all the _ 
had. Blanch is frugal in the main, not very 
hoſpitable, and ſeldom laviſh but” in private 
Pleaſures. Betty is hoſpitable to Prodigality, 

; laviſh to Folly, and thinks nothing a Pleaſure 
that others don't ſhare in. Hence it comes, 
that the firſt loves her Money above all things, 
the ſecond leſs than any Thing ſhe has any 

Value for at all; that one is anxious to ger, 
the other in haſte to ſpend. Blanch has a good 
Underſtanding, but does not know tbe World, 
and is commonly choujed by her Neighbours. 
Betty has no Opportunity of Encwing the World, 
. as her Sz/ter wont let her go much abroad or 
converſe with the Ne:zghbours ; ſhe has but 
little Experience, and, to be ſure, is not ver 
wiſe, but is the quickeſt in the World at find- 
ing out a Fool, The elder is cautious, and 
hides carefully every Fault ſhe is conſcious 1 ; 
| — 10 


GEES EIT » E * * nd 


(9) 
the younger is not conſcious of any Fault of 
Folly whatever; ſo they all come ib in her 
communicative Pies, which ſeize her as often 
as ſhe gets a Stranger to talk to. Blanch is 

— more cenforious, and Bertiy the greater 


Ix either of the Ladies think the Picture 
not like, let them call to mind the Story of a 
famous Painter, who had drawn the Portrait 
of a young Man, who ſtood very well with 
himſelf, but did not pleaſe him. You have 
« drawn me, ſaid he, exactly the Reverſe of 
« every thing I am.” It 5 it be ſo, replied 
the Painter, that muſt be. your Likeneſs, and Re 
the Picture on the Head. 
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